In 1912, Klippel and Feill reported the first clinical details and necropsy findings of a syndrome characterised by the triad short or absent neck, severe limitation of head movement, and low posterior hairline. An Egyptian mummy (from 500 BC) is the oldest subject in whom Klippel-Feil syndrome has been seen.2 Another interesting observation is the similarity between the figure of an old man depicted by the English painter William Blake and the appearance of persons with Klippel-Feil syndrome. 3 The incidence of the syndrome is estimated at about 1 in 42 000 births. 4 Some authors have suggested that males and females are equally afflicted,"6 but others have reported a higher incidence in one or the other sex. 7 The main anomalies associated with this syndrome are Sprengel's deformity, spina bifida (especially of the cervical spine), deafness Received for publication 10 June 1981 Methods A total of 59 members of the family, including all living affected persons (11), were clinically examined and radiological studies were performed in eight patients. The other three refused to submit to x-ray examination. The patients ranged in age from 9 to 59 years.
The genealogical data was collected with the cooperation of people in four generations and, in case of doubtful information, it was checked with different members of the family.
Results
The pedigree of the family with 12 cases of Klippel 
